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Mrs. Gerald Arndt teaching at Sirunki, New Guinea. 


Teaching with a Baby on Her Arm 


At Sirunki — Synod’s mission station 
in the Central Highlands of New 
Guinea — Mrs. Gerald Arndt not only 
takes care of her missionary husband 
and two small children, but also puts 
in a full-time school day, teaching 
35 to 40 boys. 

Sometimes her two-and-a-half-year- 
old daughter toddles about the school- 
room in the bush building, which boasts 
of a wooden floor. Often in the class- 
room the mother’s arms cradle the little 
girl. When the child’s head sags in 
sleep, Mrs. Arndt places the baby in 
a crib and goes on teaching. 

And her superior instruction was 
rated “excellent” by the government 
school inspector on his visit to the 
classroom. 

Without benefit of Western-world 
gadgets and kitchen and laundry con- 
veniences, Mrs. Arndt also prepares 
meals for her family and looks after 
their clothes. 

Cold wind and sometimes drenching 
rain sweep Sirunki’s cold plateau 8,600 
feet above sea level. Until recently the 
missionaries lived in a bush house. 


Mission Erects First 


The first service of Our Savior’s Lu- 
theran Church in Lansing, Mich., was 
conducted on September 9, 1956, in 
a local high school gymnasium. Or- 
ganized that year, the congregation 
dedicated its first building on April 20, 
1958, a school for nine grades. The 
building was completed sufficiently to 
accommodate 100 pupils last Septem- 
ber. Besides the pastor, Rev. Eldor F. 
Bickel, the congregation has three 
teachers. 

Donovan Volker, a member of Our 


Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and Auditorium, Lansing, Mich. 


Coming into New Guinea’s Central 
Highlands in 1948, Synod’s missionar- 
ies found a people without a written 
language and without schools. In de- 
veloping the schools the staff had to 
formulate a written language. 

Missionaries and some of the wives 
now devote much time to teaching. 
Native teachers who have been bor- 
rowed from fellow Lutherans augment 
the faculty. At present there are no 
other schools in the Central Highland 
area. 

Missionaries Karl Stotik and Gerald 
Arndt, who serve the natives as Christ’s 
ambassadors, also teach in the school. 

What heroic work these missionaries 
are doing! Smilingly they perform their 
work, never thinking they are doing 
anything heroic. How earnestly we at 
home in America should strive to sup- 
port our workers overseas, giving them 
all the support we possibly can through 
manpower and through spiritual and 
material resources! 


O. H. SCHMIDT 
Executive Secretary 
Foreign Missions 


Building — a School 


Savior’s and a local contractor, super- 
vised the construction work, most of 
which was done voluntarily by fellow 
members, so that the cost could be — 
kept down to $175,000. | 

The auditorium was ready for the 
first service on January 19. 

“Without God’s help and the financial 
aid of the Michigan District Church 
Extension Fund we could not have 
accomplished so much in so short 
a time,” writes Miss Jean Kleinhans, 
publicity chairman for the congregation. 
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el News of the Church in the World 


women graduates, 


Women Teachers Continue 
To Serve Church, Survey 
Of Graduates Reveals 


The 70 and 80 women graduates of 
“Concordia Teachers College, River For- 
est, Ill., this month have all accepted 
Bositions in the parochial school system 
of Synod. 

In a recent institutional study of its 
the college found 
that the woman graduate continues to 
serve the church. 

The first class of women graduates 
in 1941, for example, has given the 
church an average of 6.82 years. Since 
graduation 17 years ago, 28% of these 
alumnae have taught continuously. Of 
the graduates who were organists, 
42.8% were single. Of those who were 
married at the time of the survey, 


97.3% served as organists before they 


were married, and all as organist after 
matriage. 

The alumnae maintained similar aver- 
ages for choir, Sunday school, youth 
work, and vacation Bible school. In 
fact, after marriage, the percentage rose 
in these areas as well as in the alum- 
nae’s membership in parish, synodical, 
and community groups, in which many 
women graduates were leaders. 

Another significant factor for evalu- 


ating devotion to a cause revealed that 


34% performed secretarial and clerical 


work for the church. 


“Graduates involved in this study 
(74% have graduated since 1950) do 
not represent a complete normal in- 
service generation,” said Dr. Albert V. 
Maurer, director of student teaching at 


the college, who conducted the survey. 


“During a teaching generation some 
women will remain single, some will be 
married, some will teach after marriage, 
some will teach after children reach 
school age, and others will teach inter- 
mittently while rearing a family. In this 


sense the story of Concordia’s women 


graduates is still being written.” 


Mayor Wagner Issues 


Youth Proclamation 


Designating Lutheran Youth Organ- 
ization Week, Mayor Robert F. Wagner 


‘of New York issued a proclamation 


marking the 65th anniversary of the 
International Walther League. 
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Mayor Wagner (left), Eleanor Haw- 
thorne, and Vicar Thomas Richert. 


The proclamation reads in part: 

“I, Robert F. Wagner, Mayor of the 
City of New York, do hereby proclaim 
the week of May 18 through May 25 
as Lutheran Youth Organization Week 
in New York City, and being cognizant 
of the strong moral character of this 
great organization, do urge the citizens 
to encourage and hope for the success 
of the Metropolitan District of the Lu- 
theran Walther League in carrying out 
their expansion program called “New 
Dimensions’ that their objective to reach 
more young people whose co-operation 
and munificence will have fruitful re- 
sults for service to God and the youth 
of the church.” 

Receiving the proclamation were 
Eleanor Hawthorne of Jacobus Church, 
Woodside, N. Y., and Vicar Richert of 
Grace Church, Queens Village. 


Organist Guild to Meet 


In Trinity, Houston 


The 24th National Convention of 
the American Guild of Organists will 
meet in Trinity Lutheran Church, Hous- 
ton, Tex., June 23—27. 

Herbert Garske, Trinity’s director of 
music and a River Forest graduate, is 
program committee chairman. 

Synodical Vice-President Oliver R. 
Harms, pastor of Trinity, is chaplain 
of the Houston Chapter of the AGO. 

Dr. Heinrich Fleischer, Rockefeller 
Chapel organist at the University of 
Chicago and formerly of. Valparaiso 
University, will play the major portion 
of Bach’s Klavieruebung, Part III, on 
the Holtkamp organ in Trinity, June 24. 
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Lutherans Survey Relief 
Needs in 14 Countries 


Rey. Werner Kuntz, director of 
Synod’s World Relief program, and 
Bernard A. Confer, executive secretary 
of Lutheran World Relief, Inc., left the 
United States on May 11 to survey re- 
lief needs and operations in 14 coun- 
tries in the Middle East and Europe. 
The men are making the trip at the re- 
quest of Lutheran World Relief, Inc., 
through which relief supplies are chan- 
neled overseas by Lutherans of all syn- 
ods in America. 

The two men will visit Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan, and Israel, before going 
to Greece, Yugoslavia, Austria, Poland, 
France, England, East and West Ger- 
many. 

In 1957 Lutherans in America 
shipped 120 million pounds of food, 
clothing, and medicines to critical areas 
in Asia and on the continent. The 
Missouri Synod was responsible for 
about one fourth of the total shipments. 

“Opportunities for a service of love 
such as the Savior describes dramati- 
cally in Matthew 25,” said Pastor 
Kuntz, ‘“‘are unusually favorable for us 
through the Government’s release of 
surplus commodities to relief agencies 
operating overseas. 

“Powdered milk, cheese, flour, rice, 
and corn products are available to us 
in large quantities without cost, except 
for expenses involved in distribution. 
As a result,” he said, “we are now dis- 
tributing incredibly large quantities of 
food among starving people at a nom- 
inal cost. Last year more than 300 
pounds of food were distributed for 
every dollar contributed by interested 
people. A gift of $100 will provide a 
meal for more than 30,000 hungry peo- 
ple in Asia.” 

The synodical budget furnishes the 
Board of World Relief “only a token 
contribution,” Pastor Kuntz remarked. 
“Our ministry of relief depends largely 
on voluntary contributions.” 

Pastor Kuntz expects to return to his 
office at 307 West Sixth St., Royal Oak, 
Mich., in July. 


$37,000 for Missions 

Henry Griebel, a late member of 
Grace Church, Hastings, Mich. (Rev. 
O. H. Trinklein), bequeathed $37,000 
to Synod for missionary purposes. 


i : 
T News of the Church in the World 


Barry Norwood Griffin (holding scholarship notification), his parents, and 12 of 
his 15 brothers and sisters. 


Michigan Lutheran 
Wins $5,000 Scholarship 


“Being reared in a large family 
taught me how to work and how to be 
self-reliant,” said Barry Norwood Grif- 
fin, 18-year-old Shelby, Mich., youth 
who won a $5,000 National Merit 
Scholarship. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Griffin, and their 10 sons and 
six daughters are Lutherans. 

Some 256,000 students, or 17% of 
the country’s high school seniors, com- 
peted last spring for National Merit 
Scholarships, of which 1,000 were 
awarded in the U. S. 

“Barry is a faithful member of the 
choir and president of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Society of St. Stephen’s Church,” 
writes his pastor, Rev. Ralph Carey. 

“With all his activities at school he 
has not allowed them to interfere with 
his church life. He is always willing 
to help the church. Behind the thought 
of the advantages of being reared in 
a large family Barry gave the following 
reasons: ‘We work together as a fam- 
ily; we all have our chores that are 
necessary for the welfare of the family. 
We also work to save money for clothes. 
We have learned to share what we have 
and to help look after the younger 
ones. We enjoy going to church to- 
gether. In church we are constantly 
reminded of the Savior’s love for us. 
In this love our family becomes a part 
of the bigger family of God. I am 
thankful for the blessings of Christian 
rearing.’ ” 

One station wagon and a car trans- 
port the family to church. 


4 


All members of the family are affili- 
ated with St. Stephen’s except Walter, 
Jr., who transferred to the Lutheran 
church in Fremont in April. He plans 
to enter the Springfield seminary in the 
fall. Three of the Griffins sing in the 
senior choir; three in the junior choir; 
three are in the Young People’s Society; 
Michael will be confirmed next year 
and hopes to enter the ministry. Ages 
of the children run from 25 years to 
19 months. 

The Griffins live on an 80-acre farm 
near Shelby; the father, 49, is a sales- 
man for Shelby Motor Sales. Vegeta- 
bles and meat are grown on the farm. 

Mrs. Griffin, 42, cans 600 quarts of 
vegetables and fruit a year. “When 
I make their school lunches,” she said, 
“T just fill the big table with bread and 
start spreading.” 

Barry, six-feet-two, is employed 
part time at a grocery store. At high 
school he was president of the student 
council and was named to the West 
Michigan Conference all-conference 
basketball team. He averaged 17 points 
a game with Shelby. 

Planning to enter Michigan State 
University in September, he hopes to 
become a chemical engineer. 


Methodist Women Pledge 
Nearly $8,000,000 
For Missions 


The Methodist Woman’s Society of 
Christian Service pledged $7,970,000 
for work next year in the U.S. and 32 
countries overseas. The amount pledged 
does not include contributions for local 
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church work, the society reported at | 
its fifth quadrennial meeting held in| 
St. Louis. 

The membership of 1,805,599 sup- : 
ports 514 missionaries and hundreds of ' 
national church workers overseas, 482 | 
deaconesses and home missionaries, in 
addition to 1,500 other employees in 
home fields. 

The WSCS sponsored about 20,000 
prayer groups and Bible study classes | 
last year, 115 summer schools of mis- 
sions and institutes, with an enrollment 
of about 49,000. 

Hospitals and clinics in 22 states, 
Alaska, Hawaii, the West Indies, and 
in 30 foreign countries are maintained 
by the society. 


Leonice Audrey Baer 


Chemistry Major 
Honored in Washington 


Leonice Audrey Baer, a member of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, New York 
City, and a student at American Uni- 
versity, Washington, D. C., was hon- 
ored by the American Chemical So- 
ciety of Washington as an outstanding 
junior majoring in chemistry and given 
a membership in the society and a sub- 
scription to the Journal of Chemical 
Education. 

A dean’s list student, Leonice took 
18 hours of laboratory work last 
semester, but spent 30-40 hours in the 
lab each week. 

An active church member, Leonice — 
sings in Pilgrim Lutheran Choir in the- 
capital and was young people’s coun- : 
selor until her lab hours increased. | 

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Baer of New York, Leonice received 
the Bausch and Lomb Optical Com- 
pany Award for the most outstanding 
chemistry student when she was gradu- 
ated from Washington Irving High 
School in New York. 
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TV Series Offered 
To Commercial Sponsors 


Four series of 26 telecasts each pro- 
duced for “This Is the Life” from 1952 
to 1955 are being offered to the TV 
industry for commerical sponsorship, 
Melvin F. Schlake, executive secretary 
of Synod’s Lutheran Television Produc- 
tions, announced. 

Experienced film representatives are 
making “The Fisher Family” series 
available to companies eager to sponsor 
wholesome programs. 

“This Is the Life” gained national 
recognition during the seven years the 
telecast appeared as a public service 
feature. Synod’s Board of Directors 
and TV Committee anticipate a wider 
viewing audience for the series as a 
commercial program than the public 
service feature now receives. 


Distillery Under Pope’s 
_ Control, Order Claims 


The Christian Brothers, a Roman 
Catholic order which operates a num- 
ber of high schools in the U.S., has 
filed suit to recover $490,000 in taxes 
paid to the Internal Revenue Service 
under protest as a result of a recent tax 


ruling that it is not a “sacerdotal order.” 
Its members are lay brothers and not 
priests, the IRS held. 

The tax represents the Federal levy 
on profits since 1952 from the brandy 
distillery and winery operated by the 
order at Napa, Calif. Under its cor- 
porate name, De LaSalle Institute, the 
order has brought suit for recovery of 
the money. 

De LaSalle Institute in its petition to 
the Federal district court at San Fran- 
cisco has contended that the tax is im- 
properly levied since “all property of 
the plaintiff is church property, subject 
to the control of the Pope.” 

Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State announced that it will file a legal 
brief in the U.S. court for Northern 
California asking that Federal courts 
declare all commercial business activity 
of churches or church-related groups 
subject to “unrelated business tax.” 

Paul Blanshard, special counsel for 
POAU, said: “Christian Brothers wine 
and brandy is distributed by Fromm 
and Sichel, a 70%-Seagrams-owned 
subsidiary. Thus, the religious exemp- 
tion of the Christian Brothers from un- 
related business taxes could give a tax 
advantage to America’s largest com- 
mercial producer of whiskey.” 


L.—r.: E. C. Logelin, vice-president of 
Chicago office, U. S. Steel Corp.; M. L. 
Koehneke, president, River Forest col- 
lege; J. F. Traa, Manager, U. S. Steel. 


River Forest College 


Receives U. S. Steel Grant 


The United States Steel Foundation 
presented $1,000 to Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., at 
a luncheon meeting in Chicago, May 2. 
The foundation gave a similar grant to 
the college last year. 

The college’s Board of Control des- 
ignated that the grant be used for edu- 
cational bulletins. Last year the college 
printed Dr. Albert G. Huegli’s article 
“The Big Change and Its Challenge to 
the Church” and distributed it to profes- 
sional workers in the church. 


Be 


FIRST NORTHWEST LUTHERAN SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION, May 9 to ‘11, was sponsored by Calvary 


Church, Portland, Oreg., with the co-operation of the District Office of Stewardship and Education and Synod’s Parish Edu- 
cation Department. The 450 Sunday school teachers at the Districtwide convention received professional advice concerning 


all departments and administration of the Sun 
the Bible, building Bible classes, music, flannelgraph, worship, 


day school and participated in workshops pertaining to leading children into 
teaching with drama, lesson-related handwork, audio-visual 


aids, cradle roll, rural Sunday school, teaching mentally retarded children, and enrolling more pupils. “The results, under 
God, will be evident in many congregations for years to come,” writes Richard Milmarth, publicity chairman. 
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Seven Brothers Help Dedicate Augusta, Wis., Church 


Dedication-day services, May 4, drew 1,400 worshipers to the new Grace Lutheran 
Church (Rev. Edmund Schedler) in Eau Claire County, North Wisconsin District. 
Rey. Paul Schedler of Pekin, Ill., was the preacher when this picture was taken in the 
morning service. 


The seven brothers, front row, I—tr.: Oscar of Louisville, Ky., preached at the 
Sunday evening service; Edmund, Augusta, Wis., performed dedication rite; Paul: Joel, 
Stover, Mo., valedictory sermon, old church. Back row: Herman, Athens, Wis.. preached 
Wednesday evening; Walter, Bear Creek, Wis., officiant on Sunday morning; Arthur, 
Berlin, Wis., officiant on Sunday evening. They are the sons of Rev. Paul and Minna 
Worm Schedler. Pastor in Fisher, Minn.; Mondovi and Fall Creek, Wis., the father 
served the Synod from 1897 to his retirement in 1945. He died in 1949, The mother, 
87, who lives in Athens, was unable to attend the dedication. 


The church seating 450 was built for about $96,000. “Thousands of hours of 
donated labor held the cost down,” writes the pastor. 
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Briefly Told 


Ireland. The choristers of the Spring: 
field seminary who are on tour in 
Europe accepted an invitation to sing 
in Dublin, Ireland, June 22, at a city, 
wide Lutheran Hour rally. Dr. Oswald 
Hoffman will speak. 


Mrs. Nebraska. Mrs. Ivan Milbourn 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Shelton: 
Nebr., is the 1959 Mrs. Nebraska. Wife 
of a farmer and dairyman, and mother 
of two sons, Valonne Milbourn is ac+ 
tive in the St. Paul’s Women’s Society, 


Legend. The legend to the picture 
of the church interior on page 4, May 
20 WitNEss, should have read “Mount 
Calvary Church” instead of “Trinity.” 


ULCA. Membership in the United 
Lutheran Church in America reache 
2,395,197 in 1957, the church’s statis- 
tician Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz reported. 
Congregations numbered 4,508, and 
pastors, 4,605. 


Relief in Hong Kong. Last year Lu- 
therans in America contributed 316,000 
pounds of clothing and 7,996,000 
pounds of food to the relief of Chinese 
refugees in Hong Kong, through Lu-+ 
theran World Relief. 


“Legal Skill.” “Werner W. Schroeder, 
a Stratton appointee, whose keen intel4 
ligence and legal skill have made hi 
a very valuable member of the Chicag 
Transit Authority Board,” stated the: 
Chicago Daily News editorially, Aprili 
24, “was formerly Republican national 
committeeman.” Son of the late Rey. 
F. Schroeder of Kankakee, Ill., Mr. 
Schroeder is a member of the Lutheran 
Church of St. Luke, Chicago. 


Outnumbered. Protestants in Ne 
York State are outnumbered by both 
the Roman Catholic and the Jewish 
populations. Protestants are listed att 
1,933,496, or 13 per cent of the 
total population; Roman _ Catholics,) 
4,430,268; Jews 2,553,848; “un-; 
churched,” 5,910,929. 


Teacher. Miss Esther Viola Tegler 
bequeathed $4,000 to the Canadian: 
Lutheran Hour office and $4,000 to her 
home church, First St. Matthew’s, Han-: 
over, Ont., to be used toward the pur- 
chase of an organ. She had taught 
school in Timmins, Ont., where she 
became affiliated with the Missouri’ 
Synod. To prepare for parochial school 
teaching, she took a summer course at 
River Forest, Ill. Later she taught at 
Little Rock, Ark. 
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“During World War II, I was a pilot 
on torpedo planes, bombing and strafing 
ahead of the front lines to help our 
American troops advance,” Norman R. 
Smith, new lay worker for the Florida- 
Georgia District, told a WITNEss re- 
porter in April. “I was not a Christian 
at that time.” 

Now he works full time for the Lord. 


_ “For nine months I was a Navy Air 
Corps pilot on the USS Randolph, 
a carrier of the Essex class,” he said. 
“Toward the end of that battle stint in 
the South Pacific these words came to 
me: “Though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil.’ 

“ “Where do these words come from?’ 
I asked a co-pilot. 

““T think from Shakespeare,’ he re- 
plied. ‘I’m not sure, though. Ask some- 
one else.’ 

“IT asked three or four people,” Mr. 
Smith said, “before a pilot in the brief- 
ing room told me: ‘Don’t you know 
that is part of a verse from Psalm 23 
in the Bible?’ 

“Looking back now, I did not realize 
the Lord was protecting me in the midst 
of bombing. The Lord looks after you 
even if you do not know Him.” 

When he received his service dis- 
charge in 1946 and became a father, 
he and his wife Jane attended church 
together for the first time. 


“When our baby was old enough, we 
took her for only a few weeks to a Sun- 
day school where the only thing chil- 
‘dren did was to color pictures,” Mr. 
Smith said. 
~ “We were living in North Olmsted, 
Ohio, because Jane’s home was in 
Cleveland. Just a few blocks from our 
house the English District opened As- 
cension Lutheran Mission. There the 
pastor, Rev. Louis Huber, and the peo- 
ple were so enthusiastic about the Gos- 
pel that my wife decided to join the 
adult confirmation class. I accepted the 
pastor’s invitation to go along with Jane 
for instruction. 

“If Ascension Church had been large 
and well staffed, I might not have 
plunged into real church work as soon 
as I did. Members asked me to be 
Sunday school superintendent shortly 
after the church received me into mem- 
bership. Two years later they elected 
me president of the congregation. 
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pee NAVY PILOT 
*! LAY WORKER 


Lay worker Smith (right) 
and Rev. August Bernthal 
greet worshipers at 
Bartow, Fla., mission. 


“Even in our Lutheran circles it may 
take people some time to realize that 
the Holy Spirit is working and letting 
you grow in grace and knowledge. The 
more I worked with the Ascension 
Church group under the leadership of 
Pastor Lynn Rittmann, the more deeply 
satisfied I became.” 

For ten years after his return from 
the Navy, Mr. Smith was a paint sales- 
man in Ohio. Remembering the happi- 
ness he and his wife shared during 1945 
while the Navy stationed him in Florida, 
they decided to return to that state. 
They discussed their future and planned 
to devote themselves to full-time work 
for the Savior. 

“There is no opportunity for advance- 
ment in lay church service,” said busi- 
ness friends in Cleveland when they 
heard of the Smiths’ decision to go into 
Kingdom work. “There is no money 
in it’; “Will you be able to afford 
a new car when you need one?” 


Although the income of a lay worker 
is far less than Mr. Smith received as 
a paint salesman, he does not feel that 
he is taking a “cut,” because he and 
his family are much happier than they 
have ever been before. The Smiths now 
have three children: Carolyn, 11; 
David, 6; Daniel, 2. 


“Salary does not enter into Jane’s or 
my thinking,” Mr. Smith said. “We 
have gone into church work strictly 
on faith, knowing that whatever we ask 
the Father in Jesus’ name, He will give 
us. Truthfully, even though we have 
less income, we have far more than we 
have ever had before.” 

In 1957 the family had moved to 
Fort Lauderdale. 
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“The Lord led us along the path, 
step by step, until we knew we must 
give ourselves completely to Him.” 

Rev. Roy Guelzow of Grace Church, 
Fort Lauderdale, looked for a place 
Where Mr. Smith could go into church 
work. 

For two months the Smiths prayed 
fervently that the Savior would provide 
a place in Kingdom work for him. The 
Florida-Georgia District employed him 
as a lay worker. 


At two newly formed preaching sta- 
tions, in Bartow and, 20 miles away, 
Plant City, Mr. Smith, 36, has assisted 
since March 1. He makes evangelistic 
calls, helps organize and conduct Sun- 
day schools and meetings. Each mis- 
sion counts about 30 souls, including 
15 people with Lutheran background. 

The Bartow mission has a Lutheran 
ladies’ aid; five youths are taking con- 
firmation instruction. 

The junior confirmation class at Plant 
City numbers four. 

Plant City is called the “strawberry 
capital of the world.” 

Rev. August Bernthal preaches each 
Sunday at an 8:00 A. M. service in his 
home congregation, 10-year-old Grace 
Church, Winter Haven; works in the 
Sunday school which starts at 9:15; 
and preaches again at a 10 A. M. sery- 
ice. Then he drives to Bartow, where 
at 11:30 A. M. he delivers his third 
sermon. 

Rev. Henry Wolter of Tampa con- 
ducts the 8 A.M. service in the Plant 
City mission and then drives back to 
Tampa for Sunday school, beginning at 
10, and the regular 11 o’clock worship 
in his home congregation, Zion. 


“Then opened He their understanding that 
they might understand the Scriptures.” 


ne passage of Scripture,” Lu- 
ther once said, “has more authority 
than all the books in the world.” Such 
words are not merely the expression 
of one man’s private opinion, but they 
voice an attitude toward sacred Scrip- 
ture which has always been typical of 
children of God. Scripture is our au- 
thority for what we are to believe and 
do in our lives. It is our desire as Chris- 
tians to assent to all the statements of 
Scripture, to accept all its teachings, 
to trust in all its promises, and to obey 
all its demands. “The Word of God 
shall establish articles of faith, and no 
one else, not even an angel,” say our 
Lutheran Smalcald Articles, II, Hl, 15. 
It is by virtue of its divine origin 
that Scripture possesses its high au- 
thority. And we hold our high view 
of the authority of Scripture because 
we have regard for its author, who is 
God. The authority of Scripture is the 
authority of very God. 


It is precisely this point which the 
apostles and prophets make in their 
writings. They seek to establish firmly 
that they proclaim the Word of God 
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(Emmaus, Rembrandt) 


in their preaching and writing. Then 
it must follow, as night follows day, 
that their words possess absolute au- 
thority. Listen to the constant refrain 
of the Old Testament prophets. 


The Lord spake unto me, saying. ... 

And the Word of the Lord came 
unto me... . 

Hear ye the Word of the Lord... . 

Thus saith the Lord... . 

Hear the Word that the Lord hath 
spoken. ... 


The prophets introduce their testi- 
mony in this manner to emphasize the 
divine authority of their preaching. 

It is the same with the apostles. 
Paul would curse even an angel from 
heaven if he should preach anything 
contrary to Paul’s Gospel. For his doc- 
trine was not after man; his Gospel 
came by the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
Gal. 1:8-12. The apostle Paul thanks 
God when people receive his word not 
as the word of men, but, as it is in 
truth, the Word of God, which carries 
authority and power, 1 Thess. 2:13. 
And the same apostle does not shrink 
from exhorting the congregation at 
Thessalonica: “And if any man obey 
not our word by this epistle, note that 
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man, and have no company with him, , 
that he may be ashamed,” 2 Thess..,, 
3:14. This is the claim an apostle of 
Christ can make for his writings. 


When we say that Scripture alone is 
our standard and authority in matters 
of Christian doctrine and life, we mean} 
that Scripture must rule supreme. There: 
is nothing by which we can judge or‘ 
authenticate the message of Scripture 
except Scripture itself; not modern} 
scholarship, nor the testimony of church} 
fathers and great theologians, nor com- 
mon sense, nor even logic or science. . 
Luther says: “Scripture must reign as3 
queen. All must obey and be subject t 
to her, not teachers or judges or ar- 
biters over her. All must be simple? 
witnesses, pupils and confessors off 
Scripture, whether they be pope or Lu- - 
ther or Augustine or Paul or an angel] 
from heaven.” 

Should some outside source or cri-- 
terion be needed before we could ac- - 
cept the testimony of Scripture, then) 
the Bible would be no different from) 
the Koran of Mohammed or any other * 
book. And whatever a person may pose ? 
as a norm by which to judge the mes- - 
sage of Scripture — whether it be his} 
enlightened reason or the scientific: 
method or any other norm — he is by’ 
this very action making himself judge: 
and authority in the things of God; and | 
what a poor, whimsical, transient au- - 
thority that is! All the glory of man, , 
all his achievements in every direction, , 
is as the flower of grass. “But the Word | 
of the Lord endureth forever.” : 

To be sure, we use our reason and | 
common sense in reading the Bible. 
Scripture is written for rational human | 
beings, not for dogs or cattle. We also: 
take into account what the church has ; 
said in the past and the conclusions of ‘ 
modern scholars in areas of language : 
study and archaeology and history. But » 
all this is done only so that we may the - 
more easily understand Scripture and 
interpret its message for our day. In 
all things we submit to this more sure 
Word of prophecy, cast down all rea- 
soning that would exalt itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bring into 
captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ. 


Such a position perhaps seems like 
an unnecessary sacrifice of the intellect. 
Why should we hold so tenaciously to 
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the principle of “Scripture alone,” 
a principle which sometimes involves 
us in contradictions and makes us ap- 
pear downright unreasonable and ob- 
scurantist at times? Here again, I be- 
lieve, it is essential for us to take our 
cue from Jesus. He is our Pattern, our 
Example, also in the attitude which we 
ought to assume toward Scripture. And 
so we ask: How did Christ regard Scrip- 
ture? Did the Son of Man accept Scrip- 
ture as binding and authoritative? 

The answer to this question is easily 
found when we study the life of our 
Savior. As true man, Jesus submitted 
in every way to Scripture. We notice 
at once His intimate knowledge of the 
Scriptures even at an early age, and 
His deep grasp of their meaning. We 
notice how He lived in the Scriptures, 
how He cherished them and used them 
continually. When He preached in the 
various synagogs, Christ always opened 
up the Scriptures to His hearers so that 
they were often astounded at His in- 
sights and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of His 
mouth. 

Whenever Jesus taught, He consist- 
ently drew His doctrine from the Scrip- 
tures and quoted from them regularly. 
In the Gospels we find Him alluding to 
no fewer than 29 of the 39 books of 
the Old Testament. And there is no 
doubt that He made use of all the Old 
Testament books, for when the risen 
Christ met two of His bewildered dis- 
ciples on the road to Emmaus, we are 
told that, “beginning at Moses and ail 
the prophets, He expounded unto them 
in all the Scriptures the things concern- 
ing Himself,” Luke 24:27. 

In His struggles with His adversaries 
it is to the Scriptures that Christ appeals 
again and again as the final authority 
in doctrine and life. In every case, 
Scripture settles the matter so far as 
Christ is concerned. Even He Himself 
is bound by Scripture and cannot 
change that Word, for He says: “Think 
not that I am come to destroy the Law 
or the Prophets; I am not come to de- 
stroy but to fulfill. For verily I say 
unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass from the Law till all be fulfilled,” 
Matt. 5:17, 18. This indicates that 
Jesus regarded the Scriptures as reliable 
and authoritative in all their utterances. 


Christ Is Bound by Scripture 


Perhaps it seems too much to say 
that Jesus, our Lord, who is over all, is 
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bound by the Scriptures, but that is 
precisely what these words of our Sav- 
ior mean. And throughout His life and 
ministry we observe this significant fact 
brought into sharp focus, that Scripture, 
which is the very Word of God, is bind- 
ing also for Him, the Son. How often 
do we not hear Jesus saying that He 
must do the will of the Father that 
sent Him and finish His work (John 
4:34; 5:30; 9:4; 17:4)! To Him this 
means nothing else essentially than that 
He must fulfill the prophecies of Scrip- 
ture concerning His work as the Christ. 
What, for instance, was His Father’s 
will in Gethsemane, that will which was 
so hard — and yet He felt constrained 
to obey it? It was this, that the Son 
must go that Way of Sorrows which had 
been marked out for Him in Scripture. 
Again, before He healed the man born 
blind, Jesus says: “I must do the works 
of Him that sent Me while it is day.” 
What does He mean by this? He is re- 
ferring clearly to His work as Messiah 
outlined in Scripture when it predicts 
that He was sent “to open the blind 
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from 
the prison, and them that sit in dark- 
ness out of the prison house” (Is. 42:7; 
ef. also’ Is: 29:18; Luke 7:22). Time 
and again Jesus consciously and de- 
liberately directs His way according to 
the path Holy Scripture had set for 
Him. This He must do, it is His mis- 
sion, and it is for our redemption. 
Listen to what He says in this regard. 
“Behold, we go up to Jerusalem,” He 
told His disciples, “and all things that 
are written by the prophets concerning 
the Son of Man shall be accomplished. 
For He shall be delivered unto the 
Gentiles and shall be mocked and spite- 
fully entreated and spitted on; and they 
shall scourge Him and put Him to 


death; and the third day He shall rise’ 


again,” Luke 18:31-33. Later He says: 
“For I say unto you that this that is 
written must yet be accomplished in 
Me: And He was reckoned among the 
transeressors’ — (luke o22:37;) cfs" Is. 
SS et2)< 

Again, He says: “The Son of Man 
goeth as it is written of Him,” Matt. 
26:24. And again, after His capture in 
the Garden, He tells Peter: “Thinkest 
thou that I cannot now pray to My 
Father, and He shall presently give Me 
more than twelve legions of angels? 
But how, then, shall the Scriptures be 
fulfilled that thus it must be?” Matt. 
26:53, 54. 

And finally we note His parting words 
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on this matter, spoken to His disciples 
immediately before His ascension: 
“These are the words which J spake 
unto you while I was yet with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled which 
were written in the Law of Moses and 
in the Prophets and in the Psalms con- 
cerning Me. . . . Thus it is written, 
and thus it behooved Christ to suffer 
and to rise from the dead the third 
day” (Luke 24:44, 46; cf. Acts 17:2, 3). 
Notice to what extent Scripture was 
authority for Jesus: the course of His 
whole life is directed by Scripture. 
Once we learn to appreciate Christ’s 
high view of the sacred Scriptures and 
His acceptance of their authority, then 
we, too, who are His disciples, will re- 
ceive Scripture with the same ready 
spirit and will run with joy to draw 
water out of these wells of salvation. 


The Scriptures Prove Themselves 


Among those who treasure and hold 
to the Scriptures the question has often 
arisen: How may we best appeal to 
others so as to convince them of the 
divine origin and authority of the 
Word? When, many generations ago, 
staunch Lutherans were attempting to 
defend the Bible against all the on- 
slaughts of unbelief, they pointed to the 
many remarkable things which could 
be said about the Bible and its influ- 
ence. They mentioned the antiquity of 
the Bible, the spiritual insight of the 
holy writers, the steadfast faithfulness 
of Christians to these writings through 
the centuries, the patience of martyrs 
who died to uphold the message of 
Scripture, and the punishment which 
overtook those who rejected it. 

Now, all these things are significant, 
but they cannot prove that the Bible is 
God’s Word and our authority. Ac- 
tually if we are to be convinced of the 
authority and the divine origin of Scrip- 
ture, God Himself must convince us of 
the truth of this claim, and that through 
Scripture itself. 

It is an undeniable fact that the more 
we work our way into Scripture, the 
more we listen to its words of eternal 
life, the more we learn from Scripture 
of the mighty acts of God and the 
wonders He has performed and the ex- 
ceeding greatness of His power toward 
us who believe — the more we thus im- 
merse ourselves in these oracles of God, 
the more assured we become that the 
“Holy Scripture did not grow on earth,” 
as Luther says. 

(Continued on page 14) 


Dedication Sermon 


Many eyes are focused on our Con- 
cordia Senior College. Throughout our 
Synod there have been those who de- 
manded a Senior College for many, 
many years. True, they did not have 
in mind a two-year Senior College, such 
as we are dedicating today. They re- 
quested that two years be added to our 
existing junior colleges. They are now 
eagerly watching how this type of 
school will function. 

More than this. Throughout our 
country and beyond its borders the eyes 
of educators are upon us. They look at 
this as somewhat of a bold venture, 
a kind of trail-blazing experiment. They 
marvel at the beautiful location, the 
type of architecture, the decidedly mod- 
ern classrooms, the unique arrangement 
of dormitories, the beautiful chapel, in 
fact, the rather exceptional complex of 
buildings. However, their chief interest 
is in the two-year curriculum on the 
Senior College level. 

Our Synod has set its hopes and ex- 
pectations high. It anticipates great re- 
sults in the training of its future pastors. 
Hence let us, under the gracious guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, permit our text 
to answer the question: 


When Will Our Senior College 
Truly Serve Its Purpose? 


But continue thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them; and that from a child thou hast 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works, 2 Tim. 3:14-17. 


I. When It Manifests Deep Concern 
for the Personal Faith of Its Stu- 
dents. 


As we approach this text, we must 
remember that it refers primarily to 
Timothy as a minister of the church. 
He was especially dear to St. Paul. In 
his epistle to the Romans the apostle 
called Timothy “my workfellow,” and 
in writing to the Corinthians he called 
him “our brother.” When from the 
prison in Rome he sent Timothy to 
Philippi, the apostle said of him: ‘For 
I have no man like-minded, who will 
naturally care for you.” Surely words 
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of highest praise when we consider that 
they come from St. Paul. 


What prompted St. Paul to think so 
highly of Timothy? It was not merely 
his faithful and conscientious service 
and his unquestioned loyalty. There was 
something far deeper than this, some- 
thing which motivated and constrained 
Timothy. This was none other than his 
personal childlike faith in his Savior 
Christ Jesus. The apostle referred to 
this in one of the foregoing chapters. 
He stated: “When I call to remem- 
brance the unfeigned faith that is in 
thee, which dwelt first in thy grand- 
mother Lois and thy mother Eunice, 
and I am persuaded that in thee also.” 
Both mother and grandmother had in- 
structed Timothy about Jesus as his 
personal Savior. That is why the apos- 
tle says: “And that from a child thou 
hast known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salva- 
tion through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.” 


The Truth of All Truths 


Also from St. Paul young Timothy 
had learned the truth of all truths, that 
Christ Jesus is sinful man’s only hope 
of salvation. Timothy had been with 
the apostle for years. St. Paul was a 
man of great learning. He had sat at 
the feet of the renowned Gamaliel. 
Hence Timothy had the opportunity to 
acquire much wisdom and knowledge. 
I do not doubt that he did. But he 
also learned from the great apostle to 
evaluate all knowledge correctly. He 
knew that the apostle Paul counted “all 
things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus,’ Phil. 3:8. 
Timothy knew that the apostle was in- 
terested primarily in heavenly wisdom, 
of which Jesus had said to His disciples: 
“It is given unto you to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven,” Matt. 
13:11. He also knew that the apostle 
had prayed for the Ephesians and, for 
that matter, for all Christians, “that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to com- 
prehend with all saints what is the 
breadth and length and depth and 
height; and to know the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge,” Eph. 
3:17-19. 

All this surely emphasizes St. Paul’s 
deep concern for Timothy expressed in 
the words: “But continue thou in the 
things which thou hast learned and hast 
been assured of, knowing of whom thou 
hast learned them.” The great apostle 
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realized that he would soon wear the 
martyr’s crown. He realized that an 
enormous responsibility would rest on 
this faithful co-worker in the next gen-| 
eration of the Christian Church. Hence 
in touching solicitude he reminded him 
that he should by all means continue 
in the precious truths which he had 
learned. St. Paul was deeply interested 
in the personal faith of the young 
preacher. 


Students a Sacred Trust 


When today we dedicate this beau- 
tiful complex of buildings, we must 
bear in mind that Synod is vitally in- 
terested, not in the mere buildings, but 
rather in the students enrolled here and 
in the professors who teach them. The 
young men who enroll here are on their 
way to the holy ministry in our Synod. 
You professors who teach here have 
a weighty assignment. God has en- 
trusted these students to you for their 
spiritual care. Of the vast majority of 
the young men who have entered or 
will enter here we can say what St. Paul 
said of Timothy: “From a child thou 
hast known the Holy Scriptures.” Their 
parents placed them into the arms of 
Jesus when they were mere babes. They 
taught them the precious truths which 
nourished their faith in Christ Jesus as 
their personal Savior. They sent them 
to school and Sunday school and to) 
special instructions prior to their con- 
firmation and to one of our junior col-: 
leges. Other students learned to know 
Jesus a little later in life. All of them) 
profess personal faith in Him. Now 
they have entrusted or will entrust 
themselves to our Senior College for * 
two years of their training for the holy / 
ministry. | 

To those of you who now teach here ? 
and to those who will teach in the fu- - 
ture, this is a matter of deep signifi- 
cance. Yours is a sacred trust. It is of 
utmost importance that of these future > 
pastors in our church you should ever ° 
be able to say what the great apostle : 
said of Timothy: “When I call to re-- 
membrance the unfeigned faith that is } 
in thee.” I realize that this places your ° 
work on a very noble and exalted level. . 
[t means not only when you teach re- 
ligion, but also when you teach philos- - 
ophy, psychology, the languages, the: 
humanities, the sciences, or any other ° 
of the academic subjects, your chief f 
aim and objective must be a decidedly 
active interest in the personal faith of 
the student entrusted to you. Even as; 
Timothy saw that St. Paul with all his; 
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outstanding learning considered faith in 
Jesus Christ the matter of paramount 
importance, so your students should be 
impressed that you, though you have 
acquired great earthly wisdom and have 
obtained recognized degrees, neverthe- 
less bring all things under subjection 
to the knowledge of Jesus Christ as 
your personal Savior. May God grant 
“you the grace that, as St. Paul said to 
Timothy, you may ever say to your 
students: “Continue thou in the things 
which thou hast learned,” and that the 
matter of paramount importance. is to 
be made wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. Then 
our Senior College will truly serve its 


_ purpose. 


| II. When It Seeks to Strengthen the 
Conviction of Its Students that 
Scripture Is the Inspired Word of 
God. 


_ St. Paul reminded Timothy that from 
a child he had known the Holy Scrip- 


) tures, i.e., the sacred letters or writ- 


-ings. These were the writings of Moses 
and the prophets. This was the Old 
Testament, the only part of Holy Scrip- 
ture in existence at the time when Lois 
and Eunice instructed Timothy. 


Next the apostle reminded Timothy 
that this Scripture, all Scripture, is 
given by inspiration of God, that it is 
-God-breathed. To St. Paul Scripture 
‘and the Word of God were synony- 
-mous. He was convinced that holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost. He knew that David 
uttered an undeniable truth when he 


said: “The Spirit of the Lord spake by 


me, and His Word was in my tongue,” 
2 Sam. 23:2. He was thoroughly per- 
_ suaded that Scripture in all its parts 
is the Word of God, and that God gave 
- it to serve “for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, and for instruction in 
righteousness.” He reminded Timothy 


that this was for the man of God. 


While it holds true of every Christian, 
the context prompts us to say that “man 
of God” referred primarily to Timothy, 
_ the preacher. He above all must be 
thoroughly convinced that Scripture is 
the God-breathed, the inspired Word 
of God. 


Importance of Verbal Inspiration 


The strengthening of the students’ 
conviction that Scripture is the inspired 
Word of God is another objective which 
our Senior College must ever keep in 
mind. Our Synod, convinced on the 
basis of Scripture itself, teaches and 
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confesses that Scripture in all its parts 
is the inspired Word of God. Though 
there are those who ridicule the term, 
we teach verbal inspiration. If there is 
inspiration at all, it is verbal inspiration. 
Scripture is writing. This necessitated 
the use of words. The Holy Spirit put 
the proper words into the hearts of His 
chosen writers to express exactly what 
He wanted to reveal to men. I know 
that men accuse us of teaching a me- 
chanical inspiration as though the Holy 
Spirit used these men as mere autom- 
atons. We have never claimed or taught 
anything like that. In fact, we make 
no attempt whatsoever to explain the 
method of inspiration which God em- 
ployed. We are interested primarily in 
the fact of inspiration. This is and ever 
will be a matter of faith. We believe it 
because Scripture itself attests it. That 
is convincing evidence. 

Being inspired or God-breathed, 
Scripture is God’s infallible and in- 
errant truth. The early church firmly 
believed this. Luther and his co-work- 
ers in the days of the Reformation ac- 
cepted this truth as self-evident. When 
rationalism and so-called higher criti- 
cism had their day, attacks were made 
on the doctrine of inspiration. These 
higher critics held that Scripture is not 
infallible. Modern critics are very 
shrewd. Some claim that only those 
parts of the Bible which persuade us 
are to us the Word of God. In other 
words, we ourselves determine what is, 
and what is not, God’s Word. Others 
resort to a so-called historico-critical 
approach. From history they seek to 
disprove the age-old accepted facts of 
the inspired Word. Still others brand 
some of the historical Scripture ac- 
counts, such as the account of creation, 
the fall into sin, the story of Jonah, 
etc., as mere myths. Of course, they 
refuse to accept the Bible accounts of 
miracles and the Old Testament Mes- 
sianic prophecies as facts. 


I know that I have stated this bluntly, 
but these attacks are real. They had 
their origin where rationalism, higher 
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criticism, and other isms originated, 
namely, in Europe, and (of all things) 
they are the brain children of so-called 
theologians. Unfortunately these attacks 
have invaded also our country, and 
some American theologians have fallen 
prey to them. 


Dedicated to the Service of Christ 


On this wonderful occasion when we 
are dedicating the Senior College as 
a very important unit in our system of 
training future pastors, let me say it as 
definitely and positively as I can put 
it into words that our church rejects 
all the isms which would dislodge Scrip- 
ture. We are thoroughly convinced that 
all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God. To such teaching we are dedi- 
cating this college. We insist that the 
professors solemnly pledge themselves © 
to such teaching. We want none other. 
It is our solemn purpose that our stu- 
dents also at Concordia Senior College 
receive true deepening and strengthen- 
ing of their convictions that all Scrip- 
ture is the God-breathed Word of God. 
Then, and then only, will also this 
“school of the prophets” truly serve its 
purpose. 

Great God in heaven, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, in deepest humility 
and in sincere gratitude for Thy gra- 
cious blessings we dedicate this Senior 
College to Thine honor and glory and 
for service in Thy kingdom. With 
heartfelt solicitude we implore Thee: 


Come with Thy Spirit and Thy pow’r, 

The Conqu’ror, once the Crucified. 

Our God, our Strength, our King, our 
Tow’r, 

Here plant Thy throne and here abide. 

Accept the work our hands have 
wrought; 

Accept, O God, this earthly shrine. 

Be Thou our Rock, our Life, our 
Thought, 

And we, as living temples, Thine. 
Amen. 
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Synod’s Home Mission Department 
helps the Districts locate new missions 
where they are most needed and most 
likely to grow. 


Of the 100 new missions opened last 
year in North America, 62 were started 
by Districts receiving home mission al- 
lotments from Synod. 


The Home Missions Department not 
only helps Districts establish new sta- 
tions, but continues to give them finan- 
cial aid as long as necessary. 


During 1957, 13 subsidized Districts 
disbursed $1,102,283 to 532 subsidized 
congregations. Synod added $1,111,946. 


Nineteen Districts receiving no syn- 
odical subsidy underwrote 536 congre- 
gations at a cost of $2,023,183. 


In all Districts, 71 missions became 
self-supporting last year. 


Some churches establish daughter 
missions without assistance from Synod 
or District. Population thrusts to the 
West and the Southeast, suburban 
mushrooming in metropolitan centers of 
the U.S. and Canada, as well as the 
growth in rural areas, offer opportuni- 
ties for the spread of God’s Word. 


Synod’s Home Missions Department 
encourages Districts to take advantage 
of these beckoning areas in the light of 
their relative importance, so that the 
Savior’s command to preach the Gospel 
“to every creature” can be executed as 
far as possible. 


Bellefontaine Neighbors, Mo.: Grace Chapel 
(dedicated in 1955), daughter congregation 
of Grace Church, St. Louis, conducts three 
Sunday services for 780 communicants and 
two Sunday school sessions for 550 pupils. 
The chapel’s parochial school enrolls 150 
children in seven grades. 


La Mirada, Calif.: 43 people attended first Lutheran service in a new suburb of 
30,000 residents, 18 miles from Los Angeles, 
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retired Prof. Albert Dede (second man from right), worships in an unusual pla 


Auburn, Wash.: New Lutheran mission 
recently built at cost of $50,000. 


Eastern District lay worker Harry Kuh- 
low canvasses and follows up in new 
mission-station areas. Other Districts — 
also employ lay workers. 
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Huntsville, Ala.: 86 people heard the first sermon Rev. Julius Bush preached at 
Grace Mission, using American Legion Hall as temporary meeting place. 


“IT Is WRITTEN” 


(Continued from page 9) 


You and I can never prove that the 
Scriptures are true and authentic and 
authoritative. We don’t need to. The 
Scriptures are self-authenticating, the 
Scriptures prove themselves. To those, 
then, who would look askance at the 
Bible and say it is only a human book, 
the best rejoinder we can make is the 
reply of Philip to Nathanael, who had 
doubts about Jesus: “Come and see.” 

In other words, we merely direct 
people to the Scriptures, help them to 
find there the pearl of great price: 
Christ. And then, perhaps, they will 
experience what we have found: they 
will discover that this message of Scrip- 
ture which centers in Jesus Christ and 
His work of redemption can turn a re- 
volting and a rebellious heart into a 
new heart that knows God, that this 
message is a quick and powerful word 
which can dispel sadness and doubt and 
create certainty. 


We Submit to the Word 


It is, of course, hard for us to be as 
little children, to remain always lowly 
and teachable, and to bow to the Scrip- 
tures in all things. For here God comes 
to us in a way which often seems 
strange, which we don’t expect, and He 
reveals to us things about Himself and 
His works which are often difficult to 
believe. So much in Scripture seems 
fantastic or impossible or unnecessary. 
Why recount with such devastating 
frankness the sins of heroes of the faith 
like Abraham, Jacob, David? Is that 
the way to picture saints whom we are 
directed to follow? Why dwell on the 
unmentionable sins of Onan and of 
Lot’s daughters? What purpose can 
such hideous stories serve? Why include 
such miracles as give the impression of 
being both fanciful and pointless? Why 
choose penmen who are neither elo- 
quent nor learned? Why not bring 
about a revelation which is more com- 
pact and systematic? Such are some of 
the disturbing questions which occur. 

And yet this fact that Scripture was 
not written in the normal manner, in 
the shallow and systematic and ex- 
tenuating manner you and I might have 
preferred, this very fact is a most con- 
vincing internal evidence for the divine 
origin of Scripture. For here we learn 
that God does not think and act and 
speak the way we do (and we must 
accept Him as He is and not try to 
change Him). Herein we have revealed 
to us, in the most stark manner, man 
as he really is without God, lost and 
sunk in sin. And herein we learn also 
to see God as He really is, patient and 
condescending and eternally loving. 
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Only Scripture paints for us the true 
picture of men and of God. 

And so with all its peculiarities and 
mysteries we accept this book which 
teaches us to know our God aright and 
lightens for us the way of salvation. 
We don’t concern ourselves primarily 
with why Scripture says what it does, 
or why the Spirit of God chose to re- 
cord certain events therein; we simply 
accept all these things as having been 
written for our learning. And we ask 
only one question: What does the Spirit 
say to us here? “What saith the Scrip- 
ture?” Thus, living in and by the Scrip- 
tures, making them our light and our 
two-edged sword, we know that we shall 
prosper as a church and that we honor 
God, for He has said, “To this man 
will I look, even to him that is poor 
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth 
at My Word.” Is. 66:2. 


Vignettes of Florida 
By HARRIET E. SCHWENK 


Because many Lutheran women in 
Florida and Georgia attend the Dis- 
trict convention as auditors, the Board 
scheduled a luncheon for the women 
and invited me to speak. 

‘We cannot praise the women in this 
District enough,” said lay leaders and 
pastors from representative areas. “The 
help of the Florida-Georgia women in 
canvassing, Sunday school, and parish 
education is tremendous.” 

Before I left St. Louis for the conven- 
tion in Lakeland, Fla., April 22—25, 
old-time local Lutherans said, “You'll 
see many elderly people there.” 

Purposely I looked for the oldsters 
among the 200 lay and pastoral dele- 
gates attending sessions conducted in 
the spacious new St. Paul’s air-condi- 
tioned sanctuary and at the receptions 
in the parish hall and in the Civic Au- 
ditorium. The ratio in favor of youth 
appeared to be about 35 to 1. 


These vignettes of the visit rise up 
in happy recall: 

Bible class attendance in the District 
gained 20.2% in one year. 


“Attendance at services often doubles 
the number of communicant members,” 
said a Fort Lauderdale pastor. 

Each month thousands of new resi- 
dents pour into Georgia and Florida 
— where the scientific areas of Hunts- 
ville and Cape Canaveral are booming. 

Delegates parked their cars in the 
congregation-owned citrus grove to the 
side and the back of St. Paul’s Church. 


Flower arrangements for all conven- 
tion meetings and social events were 
extraordinary. Severely simple, but 
spectacularly effective were tall shafts 
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of blossoms I would call “moder: 
Gothic.” Another was an ethereal co 
position in pink tones, using long 
stemmed begonias, pink poppies, an 
sweetheart roses. This delicate design 
were it named, could well be “Phantas: 
on Fair Belgian Lace in Pink.” 
And who was the designer? Onl 
a few years ago she started her nev 
hobby of gardening. The products 
her gifted hands adorn God’s altar. 
Formerly a Greek Orthodox, she i 
a young mother, who from her Can 
pathian parents learned Russian 
A clerk in a store, she arose extra earl 
to arrange the convention decorations 
The joy of her new-found faith wa 
more captivating than her floral com 
positions. Among her fellow member 
with backgrounds from various sect: 
was an ex-Holy Roller, coming into the 
Lutheran Church with joy and appre 
ciation for Bible-grounded doctrines. .— 


Florida-Georgia is indeed a mission 
District. A widow who had been Ro 
man Catholic told me how gratefu 
she was that her devoted husband o: 
the same former conviction was fe: 
ceived into the Lutheran Church <¢ 
month before he died of a heart attack 

At Sunday services in an Orlandd 
mission, begun only eight months pre: 
viously, I saw the temporary chapel: 
the recently added wing, and even tha 
sacristy crowded with worshipers. 

The young missionary carried ¢ 
seven-year-old cerebral spastic lad inte 
the Sunday school and told the other 
pupils: “On your TV set you have see 
children crippled by polio. Little 
Timmy whom I am holding has cere 
bral palsy. This is his first time in Suna’ 
day school. Children, pray for Timmy.” 

In minutes Timmy was singing an 
worshiping with other boys and girls! 
his age. He was thoroughly enjoyi 
his new experience, I gathered. Hisi 
little hand —the left one — co-ordi- 
nated smoothly as he imitated the mo 
tions of the teacher and joined the other 
children singing “This Little Gospel 
Light of Mine.” 4 


“Florida is about 400 miles long, 100 
miles wide, and one inch deep,” one 
newcomer commented  facetiously.’ 
Everywhere there are lakes. 

Yes, there is the blessing of water in; 
beautiful lakes; there are the Gulf of 
Mexico on the western shore and the! 
Atlantic Ocean on the east; the gold 
of the orange, grapefruit, tangerine, 
tangelo groves; the abundant yield of! 
the land; and the floral prospect that. 
pleases. 

But more wonderful to see is the 
contagious missionary zeal of laymen 
and women and clergy in bringing the 
Gospel to the world about them. 
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CHAIN 
REACTION 
IN THE 


By ALVARO A. CARINO 


The author preaches the Gospel to 
Ilocanos preparing tobacco leaves 
for drying 4 


THE SEMICOASTAL PLAIN on_ the 
northwestern tip of Luzon in the Philip- 


pine Islands stretches over four prov- 
_inces. Because the territory used to be 


unproductive throughout a long dry 
season, the plain never appealed to the 
greedy hacienderos and caciques, land- 
holders who were favorites of the Span- 
iards. 

Lately, however, the Ilocanos struck 
it rich. In raising Virginia tobacco a 
bonanza was discovered four years 
ago. Last year the Hocanos amassed 


- $22,000,000 from the sale of Virginia 


leaf. Today thousands of new homes 


are being built, and more Ilocano boys 


and girls than ever before are getting 


a college education — an obsession of 


the JIlocanos. These college-trained 
youths will no longer be called provin- 


cianos — ignoramuses. 


As the only Lutheran missionary in 
the 200-mile territory I went to the 
tobacco-curing houses and preached the 
Gospel to the men, women, and young 
Ilocanos preparing tobacco leaves for 
drying. 

Instruction classes are held between 


two tobacco flue curing barns. Scores 
of workers listen as they sort tobacco 


leaves. A few listeners who learned to 
know the will of Jesus as they sorted 
leaves were received into the Philippino 
Lutheran Church on Palm Sunday. 


A 70-year-old Filipino mother, im- 


_ pressed by the improvement in the lives 


of her adult “children” who were re- 
ceived into the Lutheran Church a year 
ago, wept as she recently took Com- 
munion at a Lutheran altar for the first 
time. 

Lives changed for the good in a 
middle-aged couple after they affiliated 
with the church startled their own off- 
spring and relatives to such an extent 
that the kinsfolk now attend our serv- 
ices. A daugher and a son’s mother- 
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in-law received Holy Communion for 
the first time a few months ago. 

With her college-bred granddaughter 
and 21 other catechumens, an 85-year- 
old grandmother attended membership 
classes regularly and was confirmed on 
Palm Sunday. “I wanted to receive the 
Lord’s body and blood in the Sacra- 
ment before I die,” she said. 


With the exception of our daughter 
Lois Ruth, all 23 members of the class 
confirmed on Palm Sunday had Roman 
Catholic background. 

These names of the confirmands: 
Habon, Indelible, Moreno, Fernandez, 
Nuval, Del Rosario, Salon, Chan, Ra- 
mirez, Gomez, Pascua, Cortez, Gam- 
boa, Gonzalo, Fabros, Peralta, indicate 
that the people in the Philippines do 
not, as a rule, join the Lutheran Church 
in family groups. 

Like a chain reaction the members 
come, one by one, with God’s help, to 
confess their faith publicly in the rite 
of confirmation. 

After a member “has broken the ice,” 
more often than not he is criticized 
mercilessly by those who do not know 
any better. Soon they see the example 
of his Christian witness becoming ap- 
parent in his life. Then the critics 
change their point of view. 


Some elements try to intimidate our 
workers. Not isolated is the case of 
a public school teacher who is a mem- 
ber of our church. Because he taught 
a Lutheran Sunday school class, he was 
denounced to his superiors. 

Suspicious are the barricades on the 
road leading to several stations where 
we conduct evening services. When the 
barricades are erected a third time and 
our car is stoned, rocks break the win- 
dows — one rock missed striking my 
wife by 12 inches —these are calcu- 
lated ambuscades. 

Yet in this community our work is 
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becoming more and more effective be- 
cause of the personal Christian witness- 
ing of our members. News of the am- 
buscades spreads: all over Candon. The 
mayor lends a hand in the investigation. 
As a result the attendance at services 
grows in the regions of the attempted 
ambush. 


In one community where everyone is 
presumed to be Roman Catholic and 
Protestantism has been kept out until 
we started mission work there three 
years ago, we taught the six chief parts 
of Luther’s Small Catechism two times 
during two consecutive years. One 
courageous soul declared: “I want to 
go to Holy Communion.” 

Another chain reaction started. Sev- 
eral other members of the class asked 
for the rite of confirmation. 

In another class of confirmands two 
young men — one a student of en- 
gineering last year — are dedicating 
themselves to the pastoral ministry. 
Two others who were confirmed a year 
ago have now finished their first year of 
pretheological studies. 

In- another confirmation class three 
members are college students; five have 
had some education above the high 
school level. 


Our Philippine Lutheran Church at 
its ninth annual convention decided to 
allocate men to new sections in order 
to establish stations in strategic places. 
One station is the Cagayan Valley, 
where Rev. and Mrs. Donald Morthole 
will start the work. 

The other is the Talisayan-Gingoog 
district of northern Mindanao. 

Last year Butuan was opened and a 
limited amount of work started among 
the headhunters in the wilderness of 
Mountain Province. The laymen of the 
Philippine Lutheran Church helped in 
making these missionary decisions. 
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1958 GRADUATES 


River Forest Teachers College 


Photos by 


And Their Assignments uae 


John Abel William Ahlbrand Richard Althoff Alvin Barkhau Kenneth Bartelt Otto Beckendorf Herbert Becker Calvin Behling 
Milwaukee, Wis. Milwaukee, Wis. Vincennes, Ind, Indianapolis, Ind. Santa Ana, Cal. Ceylon, Minn. Thawville, Ill. Dearborn, Mich. 
St. Mark Lutheran High St. John St. Andrew St. John Lutheran High E. Redeemer P Immanuel 3 
Chicago, Ill. St. Louis, Mo. New Haven, Mich. Chicago, III. Napa, Cal. Detroit, Mich. San Antonio, Tex. Mt. Clemens, Mich. 


Edward Berthold Shirley Beutel Doris Biberdorf William Bopf G.L. Borcherding Donald Bublitz Janet Buchanan Kenneth Buuck 
Chicago, Ill. Newfane, N. Y. Frobisher, Sask. Wausau, Wis. Hampton, Ia. Milwaukee, Wis. Columbus, Ind. Columbus, Ind. 
St. Matthew St. Peter Immanuel Bethlehem Bethlehem St. Peter Trinity Trinity 

New Britain, Conn. Arlington Hts., III. Grand Forks, N. D. Sheboygan, Wis. Broadview, III. Westgate, la. Ebenezer, N. Y. Sawyer, Mich. 


Ruth Christensen Betty Claybrook — Pau! Dahl Janice Damman Beverly Deffes Clifford Dietrich Gerald Dohrmann_ M. E. Dudansky 
Melrose Park, Ill. Paso Robles, Cal. Oakland, Cal. Lyons, Ohio Chalmette, La. Chicago, Ill. Hampton, Ia. Seattle, Wash. 

St. Peter Bethlehem Immanuel Bethlehem First St. John St. Paul First 

Hemlock, Mich. Oakland, Cal. Kingston, N. Y, Ft. Wayne, Ind. Ponca City, Okla. Waltz, Mich, Round Lake, III. Pasadena, Cal. " 


Marlene Ebel Glenn Eckert Janet Eggert Joanne Ehlen A. W. Engelbrecht Eugene Fiedler Charles Finke 


Chicago, Il. St. Louis, Mo. Cleveland, Ohio Ft. Wayne, Ind. Jefferson City, Mo. Jackson, Mo. Mayville, Wis. Marcle Cleaaa 
First Trinity Trinity Christ St. James Immanuel St. John Concordia Coll : ; 
Chicago, III. Lockport, N. Y. New Orleans, La. Imperial Beach, Cal. Jefferson City, Mo. Racine, Wis. Salfcouken Wie bat i i" 

, ° i le 


: 4 

Robert Golden Lee Goodeman R. Graffenberger Ralph Grewe L. Grotelueschen G. G 
6 - Gru 
Azusa, Cal. Toledo, Ohio Milwaukee, Wis. Des Plaines, Ill, Wausau, Wis. renee Hots ate ite aia let 
St. Paulus Concordia Zion St. Paul Lutheran High i ant } ; 
San Francisco, Cal, Cincinnati, Ohio Chicago, III. Cincinnati, Ohio Bt Loule: a: iis subd) Penta J wont Alt 
oN. J. , Alta. 
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Curtis Hagen 
Portage, Wis. 


St. Paul 
Latimer, la. 


Norman Hilpert 
C. Girardeau, Mo. 


Trinity, Immanuel 
Ludell, Kans. 


Curtis Harper 
Waterloo, Ia. 


First 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


JoAnne Hintz 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Gospel 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


A 
Louise Haxel 


Oakland, Cal. 


Town & Country 
Sacramento, Cal. 


Hildegard Hoefer 
Chicago, Ill. 


St. John 
Forest Park, III. 


Harriette Helzer 
Oakland, Cal. 


Bethany 
Menlo Park, Cal. 


Richard Holland 


Farmington, Mo. 


Transferred to 
St. Louis Seminary 


H. D. Hendrickson 
Lehigh, Ia. 


Lutheran High 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


Melvin Hollar 


Conover, N.C. 


Immanuel 
Bristol, Conn. 


Barbara Henn 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Immanuel 
Hamilton, Ohio 


Paul Hunsinger 
Fairlawn, N. J. 
Trinity 

Wis. Dells, Wis. 


Joanne Herman 
Wellsville, N. Y. 


Immanuel 
Bristol, Conn. 


Ronald Irsch 
Chicago, Ill. 


St. John 
Plymouth, Wis. 


' 


Myrna Hey 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Trinity 

Toledo, Ohio 


Jean Kaiser 
Peru, Ind. 


Teachers College 
Seward, Nebr. 


Ronald Kasten 
Overland, Mo. 


Our Savior 
Albany, N. Y. 


Nancy Kavasch 
Westmont, Ill, 


St. Paul, St. Clair 
Shores, Mich. 


hd 


H. C. Kieschnick 


San Antonio, Tex. 


St. John 
New Orleans, La. 


> 


ox 


Erna King 
Galien, Mich. 


St. Paul 


New Boston, Mich. 


Lorraine Kissau 
St. Joseph, Mich. 


St. Peter 
Lockport, N. Y. 


Carol Klein - 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Nativity 

Detroit, Mich. 


Robert Klein 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Salem 
Affton, Mo. 


M. A. Klintworth 
Paso Robles, Cal. 


St. Paul 
Utica, Nebr. 


Leslie Kluth 
Freeport, Ill. 


Loar 
Elmwood Park, III. 


Ronald Koch 


Auburn, Mich. 


N. Dist. H. S. Assn. 


Chicago, III. 


Robert Koepper 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Bethany 
Chicago, III. 


Earline Kohl 
Electra, Tex. 


Trinity 
Amarillo, Tex. 


Ralph Kohrs 
St. Charles, Mo. 


Lutheran High 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


ot, 


August Krause 


Arlington Hts., Ill. 


Trinity 
Schuyler, Nebr. 


Fred Krause 
Chicago, Ill. 


St. John 
Onarga, Ill. 


David Krubsack 
Marion, Wis. 


W. Dist. H. S. Assn, 
Chicago, III. 


Marilyn Krudop 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Zion 

Litchfield, III. 


Raymond Lange 


Oakfield, Wis. 


St. Paul 
Harlingen, Tex. 


Dorene Lapp 
Sacramento, Cal. 
Trinity 
Morristown, Minn. 


Doreen Lechelt 


River Forest, Ill. 


St. Mark 
Wausau, Wis. 


Anita Leszkiewicz 
S. Milwaukee, Wis. 


St. Paul 
Providence, R. |}. 


JoAnne Loeber 
Thiensville, Wis. 


Redeemer 
Louisville, Ky. 


Lowell Loomans 


Portage, Wis. 


Redeemer 
De Soto, Mo. 


Marianne Lunz 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


Grace 
Key West, Fla. 


| . . . . . 
| le Maier June Markgraf Marilee Miller Leonard Mirly Donald Moll Gail Neiman B. Neubauer 
eee Tl. eat Til. Renville, SSS, Mt. Clemens, Mich. New Wells, Mo. Chicago, Ill. Bridgman, Mich. St. Joseph, Mich. 
. Cal Gethsemane St. Michael Christ Immanuel St. Paul St. James = ‘ 
aan sien Minn, Houston, Tex. Ft. Wayne, Ind. Jacob, III. Memphis, Tenn. McAllen, Tex. Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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D. Offermann Glenn Offermann Marilyn Osness Bessie Pakan Marcus Pankow Patricia Paske Sharon Peterson s Z pel Z 

Hepler, Kans. Waterloo, Ill. Antigo, Wis. Boyceville, Wis. Watertown, Wis. Sheboygan, Wis. Racine, Wis. enton ites ch, 
1, Di i i i Immanuel 

N. Dist. H. S. Assn. St. Stephen Central Hope Christ Memorial First Bethlehem St. Paul ’ ‘ 
Chicago, III. Atkins, la. St. Paul, Minn. Levittown, Pa. Milwaukee, Wis. Chicago, Ill. Omaha, Nebr. Bridgman, Mich. 


Marie Pietsch Joanne Prudek Nancy Puerner Joseph Ramsaur Loren Rehmer Dale Renner Janice Ritt Joanne Rodeck 
Frankenmuth, Mich. Bridgman, Mich. Milwaukee, Wis. New York, N. Y. Chester, Ill. Aurora, Ind. Algonquin, Ill. River Forest, Ill. 
Good Shepherd Trinity St. Peter Our Savior St. John Immanuel Redeemer ’ St. Peter 

Biloxi, Miss. Lockport, N. Y. Milwaukee, Wis. Bronx, N. Y. Victor, la. Seymour, Ind. Racine, Wis. Westgate, la. 


Jane Rogers Patricia Roth Joanne Sandfort Richard Sandler Ellen Schaedel Donald Scheiwe Larry Scheverlein June Schilling 
Kankakee, Ill, Stevens Pt., Wis. St. Charles, Mo. St. Louis, Mo. Cleveland, Ohio Buckley, Ill. Freeland, Mich. Harvey, Ill. 
Immanuel St. Peter Christ Pilgrim St. Paul Graduate Study St. John St. Paul 
Wentzville, Mo. Joliet, Ill. Peoria, III. Chicago, Ill. Cleveland, Ohio Suring, Wis. Melrose Park, III. 


Henrietta Schmidt P. E. Schoenfeld Barbara Schukat —_ Lloyd Schultz Roy Schwab Grace Sferrazza Dorothy Simmons Burge Smith 
Jefferson City, Mo. Clinton, Wis. Maywood, Ill. Detroit, Mich. Bay City, Mich. Bell, Cal. Wyandotte, Mich. Adrian, Mich. 
Our Savior Trinity Immanuel St. John Immanuel St. John Christ Holy Cross 

New Orleans, La. Bay City, Mich. Hillside, III. Adrian, Mich, Festus, Mo. Orange, Cal. Wyandotte, Mich. Kerrville, Tex. 


Carol Spitzer R. H. Splittgerber William Staab John Stahlke Marjorie Stark Shirley Stark R inbri 
ye obert Stebbe D. J. St 

Kensal, N. D. Sheboygan, Wis. Beaver Dam, Wis. Springfiell, Ill, Detroit, Mich. Detroit, Mich. Forest Park, Ill. Danone 

Redeemer St. Paul Lutheran High E. St. Paul St. John Bethlehem Our Savi I 

Westfield, N. J. Napoleon, Ohio Detroit, Mich. Nokomis, III. Lansing, III. Euclid, Ohio Kansas City, Kans, Twin Falls Idaho 


Edmund Stelling Arthur Sterriker Harvey Sterriker Myrtle Stubbolo Carl Ta i i 

ylor Howard Teschler Sophi i i i 
St. Louis, Mo. St. Paul, Minn. St. Paul, Minn. Huntington Sta., Cleveland, Ohio River Forest, Ill. etal Oe a 
Bethany ‘ St. Matthew Martin Luther N.Y. Graduate Study St. John Trinity Good Sh h d : 
Detroit, Mich, Pittsburgh, Pa. Louisville, Ky. Concordia Libby, Mont. Ft. Lauderdale, Fla Platten N.Y 


Conover, N. C, 
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Jean Unger 

| Milwaukee, Wis. 
Trinity 

Lincoln, Nebr. 


Beverly Wagener 
Portland, Oreg. 
Zion 

Terra Bella, Cal. 


Shirley Wegner 
Sheboygan, Wis. 


St. Jacobi 
Jennings, Mo. 


tA, 


Kenneth Black 
Arcadia, Ind, 


Immanuel Our Shepherd 

Hillside, III. Birmingham, Mich. Chicago, III. 
J. Neubacher William Rasch 
Shrewsbury, Mo, Friedheim, Mo. 


Norma Wenholz 
Dundee, Ill. 


Mt. Calvary 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Carla Whipkey 


Lawrenceville, Ill. 


St. Paul 
Evansville, Ind. 


Lenore Wiegmann 
Van Nuys, Cal. 


Immanuel 
Schuyler, Nebr. 


Elizabeth Wilson 
Traverse Cy., Mich. 


Village 
Bronxville, N. Y. 


Donald Wuertz 
Waltham, Minn. 


Bethlehem 
River Grove, Ill. 


New Guinea 


Edgar Baumgart 
Louisville, Ky. 


Redeemer 
Louisville, Ky. 


Concordia 


Elda M. Boller 
Merrill, Wis. 


St. Peter 
Waterville, Minn. 


Ronald Bessert 


Knoxville, Tenn. 


First 
Knoxville, Tenn. 


James Zabel 
Warren, Mich. 


Holy Cross 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Gloria Cario 
Hamlin, N. Y. 


Luther High South 


River 


Robert Scherer 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


Groce 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


Clayton Fischer 
Stover, Mo. 


Teachers College 


Carol Zeisser 
Warren, Ohio 


Immanuel 
Crystal Lake, III. 


lona Zielinski 
Detroit, Mich. 
Trinity 
Hicksville, N. Y. 


Not Pictured 


Forest, Ill. 


Arnold Goerke 
Maple Lake, Minn. 


Immanuel 
Hepler, Kans. 


Rodney Schrank 
Forest Park, Ill, 


Emmanuel 
Baltimore, Md. 


Dorothy Ziemke 
Racine, Wis. 


St. Paul 
Paterson, N. J. 


Virginia Metzger 
Detroit, Mich. 


Carol Schoenheit 
Saginaw, Mich, 


St. Stephen 


River Forest Graduates 


Hickory, N.C. 


Three-Year Graduates 


Gardenia Binger 


Jasper, Minn. 
St. Lorenz 


Frankenmuth, Mich. 


Trinity 


Robert Litherland 
St. Clair Sh., Mich. 


Chicago, Ill. 


James Mannel 
Steger, Ill. 


St. John 
Clinton, la. 


Thomas Moede 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


St. James 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Geraldine Schoof 
Royal Oak, Mich. 


Erich Mueller 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Grace Chapel 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Dorothy Zimdahl 
Chicago, Ill, 


Immanuel 
Elmhurst, Ill. 


Faith 


Joan Wisch 
Rockford, Ill. 


Immanuel 
Palatine, Ill. 


W. David Mueller 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


Central 
Gary, Ind. 


C. Wiedenkeller 
Milwaukee, Wis, 


Tucson, Ariz. 


Teachers College, Seward, Nebr. 


See next page for pictures of graduates 


Not Pictured 


Donald Peiman 
Amarillo, Tex. 


Trinity 


Amarillo, Tex. 


Andrew Schultz 
Malcolm, Nebr. 


St. Paul 


Malcolm, Nebr. 
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Three-Year Graduates 


Cari Bielefeldt 
Seward, Nebr. 


Trinity 
San Angelo, Tex. 


Ronald Steinbach 
Mayville, Wis. 


St. John 
New Germany, Minn, 


Joyce Juers 
Lake City, Minn. 


St. Paul 
Stevens Point, Wis. 


Jeanine Lange 
Ord, Nebr. 


Hope 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 


Ernest Quillen 


Pevely, Mo. Twin Falls, Idaho 

Zion Immanuel 

Pevely, Mo. Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 


Verla Schroeder 
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Seward Teachers College 


And Their As signments Arlen Ahlers i R. Aufdemberge 


Seward, Nebr. Oconomowoc, Wis. 


Trinity St. Peter 
Hicksville, N. ¥. Lakefield, Minn. 


Robert Baden Ruby Barz Ronald Beardsley Larry Becker Eugene Bickel Shirley Biermann Fred Bobzin Robert Boetel 

Ft. Worth, Tex. Eldora, Ia. Seward, Nebr, Concordia, Mo. Seward, Nebr. Freistatt, Mo. Chicago, Il. Cavour, S. D. 
Concordia High Trinity St. John Trinity St. John Calvary Highland Park Immanuel 

Seward, Nebr. Davenport, la. Fenton, la. Nashville, III. Aliceville, Kans. Lincoln, Nebr. Los Angeles, Cal. Junction City, Kans. 


William Brandt D. Brockmann Robert Brown Rita Bulmahn R. John Buuck C. M. Christensen Robert Dickhudt W. Dougherty 
Surprise, Nebr. West Point, Nebr. Seward, Nebr. Ft. Wayne, Ind. Woodburn, Ind. Springdale, Ark. St. Paul, Minn. San Antonio, Tex. 
Bethlehem Holy Cross St. John St. John Concordia High Zion Gethsemane Salem 

Ferrin, Ill. Mahwah, N. J. Taylor Center, Mich. Elyria, Ohio Portland, Oreg. Alva, Okla. St. Paul, Minn. Farrar, Mo. 


- 


Kenneth Egger Lenore Erxleben Elmer Etzler Eugene Faszholz Dwayne Fenster Verlyn Foster Joann i 
eGarmatz A. J. Geih 
Houston, Tex. Topeka, Kans. Van Wert, Ohio Seward, Nebr. Seward, Nebr. Fairbury, Nebr. Brighton, Colo. phate 
Concordia Eastern Heights Messiah St. Peter Lutheran High W. Zion St. Paul St. John 
Detroit, Mich. St. Paul, Minn. Fairview Park, Ohio San Leandro, Cal. Detroit, Mich. Rapid City, S. D. Utica, Nebr. New Orleans, La 
’ ° bs 


Richard Getz Marlene Hafner Vern Harnapp Eileen Helm Harvey Holtzen Janice H i 
orter Marcine K 
Santa Ana, Cal. Ethan, S. D. Arapahoe, Nebr. Bend, Oreg. Davenport, Nebr. Thief River Falls, Otis, Colo. es pals 
Graduate Study Cross Gloria Dei Good Shepherd First Trinity Minn, St. Paul St. John 
Omaha, Nebr. Ambler, Pa. Hayward, Cal. Bloomfield, Nebr. Bethany, Chicago Bremen, Ind. Montebello Cal 
i fe 


ad 


Caroline Kanning Lowell Kebschull Paul Kleine Shirley Knobloch —_Geor. 
e Knudten JoA i i 
Everest, Kans, Chester, Nebr. Centralia, Ill, Kingsbury, Tex, chines. Tl. San pda det agp 2 Mba 
Calvary First St. John Hope Our Redeemer St. Paul « Zion Grace Ss 
Lincoln, Nebr. Chicago, III. St. Louis, Mo. Honolulu, Hawaii Bishop, Tex. San Francisco, Cal. New Albany, Ind Si: eee Mo 
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Eugene Kolander  R. C. Kuball Sheldon Lawrence Kenneth Lehl Ruth Limmer Luella Lindhorst Ruth Luebkeman Edward Maas 
Sheboygan, Wis. Moorhead, Minn. Nashville, Kans. Alva, Okla. Wentworth, S. D. Atchison, Kans. Hayward, Cal. Williamsburg, Ia. 
St. Paul ' St. Paul Faith Zion Bethlehem Trinity Trinity Immanuel 
Sheboygan, Wis. Minot, N. D. Jefferson City, Mo. Garland, Nebr. Roseville, Mich. Atchison, Kans. Sacramento, Cal. Columbus, Nebr. 


Hersey Mangels Benjamin Markin B. Marxhausen Larry Matthews Donley Matthias Karline Mertins D. Victor Meyer Jean Moentmann 
Sidney, Nebr. Placerville, Cal. New Ulm, Minn. Jefferson, Ia, Waterloo, Ia, Iowa Park, Tex. Fairview, Kans. Norborne, Mo. 

St. John Concordia High Trinity Trinity St. Paul Atonement St. John Webster Gardens 
Vincennes, Ind. Bronxville, N. Y. Sheboygan, Wis. Atchison, Kans. Chicago, III. Florissant, Mo. Decatur, III. Webster Groves, Mo. 


Myra Nell D. Niebergall Edgar Opel Charles Ore Dwayne Poll James Quade Roger Rappe Freda Rath 
Boone, Ia. Kansas City, Mo. Detroit, Mich. Winfield, Kans. Gillett, Ark. Downs, Kans, Faribault, Minn, Lemay, Mo. 
Immanuel St. John St. John Trinity Immanuel Immanuel St. John Gethsemane 
Kansas City, Mo. Napoleon, Ohio Bay City, Mich. Lincoln, Nebr. Mt. Vernon, N. Y. Joplin, Mo. Staten Island, N. Y. Lemay, Mo. 


Loris Rather P. A. Rathgeber Vera Reuber Keith Rockwood Duane Rohmaller Eunice Rolf William Roundey Shirley Schamber 
Chicago, Ill. Wichita Falls, Tex, Atwood, Kans. El Paso, Tex. Carthage, Mo. Norwood, Minn. Pennsauken, N. J. Stockton, Cal, 
Bethlehem Zion St. John Good Shepherd Holy Cross Immanuel Lutheran High W. Our Savior 
Chicago, Ill. Ft. Worth, Tex. Denver, Colo. Las Vegas, Nev. Collinsville, I. St. Charles, Mo. Detroit, Mich. Sacramento, Cal. 


ME 
Edward Schmidt John Schmidt Richard Schnitker Henry Scholz Robert Schultz Leah Serck Laura Simon M. Snyder 
Lincoln, Nebr. Washington, Ia. Hoyleton, Ill. Vancouver, Wash, . Detroit, Mich. Emmet, Nebr, Visalia, Cal. Kansas City, Mo, 
St. Martini (Wisconsin Synod) St. Paul Lutheran High E, Zion Redeemer Emmanuel Emmanuel 
Chicago, III. Evansville, Ind. Detroit, Mich. Detroit, Mich. Denver, Colo. Fresno, Cal. York, Nebr. 


& 


Shirley Splinter B. A. Splittgerber Marie Stickweh Roger Varner John Walther Arlan Warneke Melvin Zoch Rudy Zoch 
Madelia, Minn, Bayard, Nebr. Hastings, Nebr. Columbus, Nebr, Unionville, Mich. Pierce, Nebr. Georgetown, Tex, Warda, Tex, 
Trinity Emmaus Zion St. John Trinity Immanuel St. Paul Trinity 
Rochester, Minn. Denver, Colo. Hastings, Nebr. Columbia, S. D. Lansing, Mich. Rising City, Nebr. New Orleans, La. Brownsville, Tex. 


JUNE 17, 1958 (285) 21 


Deaths 


ALVIN BECKER, March 25, 1897, Con- 
cordia, Mo., to March 31, 1958, Omaha, 
Nebr.; son of John and Katherine Ficken 
Becker; graduated St.Louis seminary, 
1919; parishes: Indianola, Nebr.; Farley, 
Mo.; Campbell Hill, Ill.; Upland, Nebr.; 
Shelton, Nebr.; Rosemont, Nebr.; Am- 
herst and Sumner, Nebr. Survivors: Le- 
ora Zander Becker; sons Elfred, Rev. Nor- 
bert, Rev. Donald, Marvin, Robert, Leon- 
ard; daughters Vera Crosmer and Irma 
Schmidt. Funeral: April 3, 1958, Hastings, 
Nebr.; interment, Culbertson, Nebr. 


Gustav L. BENTRUP, Aug. 2, 1908, 
Holgate, Ohio, to Feb. 18, 1958, Austin, 
Tex.; son of Rev. Herman and Matilda 
Pohlmann' Bentrup; graduated River 
Forest teachers college, 1929; schools: 
San Antonio and Austin, Tex.; Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.; chorus director, Concordia 
College, Austin, 1933—44. Survivors: 
Frankie Schoppe’ Bentrup;_ children: 
Benne, Beryle, Betsy, Benjamin. Funeral: 
Feb. 21, 1958, Austin. 


VERNON H. Bortack, Feb. 28, 1925, 
Ambur, India, to April 6, 1958, Kala- 
mazoo, Mich.; son of Louis and Magda- 
lena Michalk Boriack; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1948; pastor and campus pastor: 
Auburn, Ala., Kalamazoo, Mich. Survi- 
vors: Georgia McGuown Boriack; son 
Mark; daughter Kathryn. Funeral: April 
8, 1958, Kalamazoo; interment East Lawn 
Cemetery, Bloomington, III. 


FERDINAND M. Evers, Feb. 22, 1901, 
Tyndall, S. Dak., to Jan. 23, 1958. Col- 
linsville, Ill.; son of Christ and Anna 
Esck Evers; graduated Seward teachers 
college, 1919; schools: Wentworth, S. 
Dak., 1919—25; Collinsville, Ill., 1925— 
58. Survivors: Emma Rentz Evers; sons 
Eugene and Bernard. Funeral: Jan. 23, 
1958, Collinsville. 


EDMUND P. FRANK, April 21, 1915, 
Holyrood, Kans., to April 19, 1958, Aus- 
tin, Tex.; son of Rev. Athanasius and 
Emilie Diekmann Frank; graduated Saint 
Louis seminary, 1941; parishes: Norman, 
Okla.; Burden, Kans.; Decatur,  IIl.; 
campus pastor, University of Oklahoma; 
University of Texas; co-ordinator of stu- 
dent work, Texas District. Survivors: 
Esther Johnson Frank; sons John and 
Edmund, Jr.; daughters Jane, Sarah, Mary, 
Charlotte, Janet. Funeral: Austin, Tex.. 
and Joplin, Mo. 


WALTER F. HAHN, June 9, 1883, Se- 
bewaing, Mich., to April 27, 1958, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; son of Rev. John and Han- 
nah Mueller Hahn; graduated Addison 
teachers college, 1904; schools: North 
East, Pa.; Danville, Ill.; St. Louis, Mo.; 
Florissant, Mo.; Frankenmuth, Mich. 
Survivors: Eleanore Burger Hahn; sons 
Walter and Melvin; daughters Mrs. Her- 
man Buuck, Mrs. Donald Eme, Mrs. 
Robert Torrey. Funeral: April 30, 1958, 
Frankenmuth, Mich.; interment, Saint 
Lorenz Lutheran Cemetery. 


WALTER G. HERRLING, March 11, 1896, 
Alma, Mo., to April 4, Valparaiso, Ind.; 
son of John and Susanna Hoffstetter Herr- 
ling; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1920; 
studied at University of Chicago, M.A., 
1922; Ph. D., 1940; assistant professor, 
Concordia, Mo., 1920—21; assistant pro- 
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fessor, Fort Wayne, 1922—27; professor, 


1927—-56; professor, Valparaiso  U., 
1957—58. Survivor: daughter Marjorie 
Robbins. Funeral: April 9, 1958, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

Pau J. HimtMann, Jan. 24, 1899, 
Marysville, Nebr., to April 30, 1958, 


Napa, Calif.; son of Henry and Emma 
Roecker Hillmann; graduated Seward 
teachers college, 1917; schools: Portland, 
Oreg., 1917—31; Oakland, Calif., 1931— 
52; Napa, Calif. Survivors: Amalia Was- 
senmiller Hillmann; sons Paul, Leonard, 
Harold; daughter Doris Sylwester. Fu- 
neral: May 3, 1958, Napa; May 5, 1958, 
Oakland. 


RicHarpb J. JaGELs. Aug. 22, 1900, Cole 
Camp, Mo., to April 26, 1958, Bakers- 
field, Calif.; son of Louis and Mary Stel- 
ling Jagels; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1926; instructor, Concordia, Oakland, 
Calif.; parishes: Livingston, Calif., 1926— 
40; Bakersfield, Calif., 1940—S8. Sur- 
vivors: Lydia Wehmeyer Jagels; son 
Richard; daughter Ruth. Funeral: April 
29, 1958, Bakerfield. 


Puitie M. ULMER, Feb. 13, 1904, Stony 
Plains, Alta., Can., to April 20, 1958, 
Murdock, Nebr.; son of Ludwig and Bar- 
bara Schramm Ulmer; graduated Saint 
Louis seminary, 1929; parishes: Isham, 
1929—41; Bateman; Frankslake; Luse- 
land; Swift Current, Sask., Can.; Hazen, 
N. Dak.; Murdock, Nebr. Survivors: Ruth 
Zirbel Ulmer; sons James and Dale; daugh- 
ters Melody and Carol. Funeral: April 
24, 1958, Murdock. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Installed: PASTORS 


Brill, Kenneth, St.John, Sebringville, and 
St. John, Wartburg, Ont., Canada, by Ken- 
neth L. Zorn, May 4. 

Buehner, Theodore W., as associate, Zion, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., by Earl W. Schmie- 
sing, May 11. 

Danielsen, Ralph N., Mount Calvary, Green- 
ville, and Hope, Turk Lake, Mich., by R. J. 
Scholz, May 4. 

Fuelling, Daniel W., as missionary in Grand- 
view, Mo., by Paul Ph. Spitz, May 4. 

Grafe, William, St. Mark, Orchard Lake, 
Mich., by Walter C. Gerken, May 4. 

Grote, Robert, St. Matthew, Arapahoe, Nebr., 
by Albert F. L. Schroeder, April 13. 

Harm, Calvin L., Trinity, Hinton, Iowa, by 
William P. Haak, May 11. 

Harms, Clemens E., St. John, Howard, S. Dak., 
by Walter Nitschke, April 27. 

Hein, Hugo, St. John, Audubon, Iowa (add’l 
charge), by O. E. Weiss, April 13. 

Hergesheimer, Valentine, St. Mark, Benson, 
Minn., by Reuben Meissner, March 2. 

Hintz, Walter J., Mount Calvary, Galesburg, 
Ill., by John L. Stuebe, May 4. 

Kausch, G. Kenneth, Redemption, Battle 
Creek, Mich., by H. M. Heidenreich, May 4. 

May, Edward C., as pastor of Good Samaritan, 
supt. of Lutheran Sanatorium, and exec. 
director of Wheat Ridge Foundation, Wheat 
Ridge, Colo., by Charles E. Wedig, May 4. 

Novotney, Robert, Our Redeemer, Jackson, 
and Trinity, Alpha, Minn., by P. A. Priesz, 
May 4. 

Rosenberg, Hilmar T., St. Paul, Williamsburg, 
Iowa, by John B. Nieman, April 27. 

Schreiber, Lawrence E., Zion, Granton, and 
Christ, Chili, Wis., by E. T. Keller, April 27. 

Schury, Edwin, Immanuel, Staunton, IIl., by 

. G. Deichmann; Holy Cross, Livingston, 
Ill., by Wm. Stellwagen, May 4. 

Simcak, Andrew, Jr., St. Matthew, San An- 
tonio, Tex., by E. E. Wagner, May 4. 

Smith, Guy Bragdon, St.Stephen, Drayton 
Plains, Mich., by Walter C. Gerken, May 4. 

Thompson, Edwin H., Trinity, Locust Manor, 
Jamaica, L.I., N.Y., by P. Geo. Breuer, 
April 20. 
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Woldt, William E., Grace, Grand Rapid 
Mich., by E. L. Woldt, May 11. 
Zuberbier, Gerhard W., St. John, 

Wis., by H. W. Schroeter, May 4. 


Official Notices 


Rev. George Williams, Stewardson, IIL, 1 
been appointed Visitor of the Effingham Cir 
cuit, Central Illinois District, to succeed Rew 
Albert Weber, who has accepted a call inti 
another circuit of the District. — ALvIn | 
Mue.ter, President, Central Illinois District? 


Pastor Ernst Carl, who was pastor in th 
Lutheran Church of Germany, attended ou 
seminary in St.Louis for one semester. 
requests membership in our Synod. — Tu 
CoMMITTEE ON CoLLoguiEs, Herman A. Harm 
Chairman. 


Harry Giesselman, a member of the st 
of Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr. 
has presented himself for a colloquy for th 
status of a Lutheran teacher in The Luther, 


Sullivan 


q 


Synod, and he has demonstrated a wholesome) 
professional attitude in his work on ow 
campus and is entitled to the status of a Lu- 
theran teacher.— Paut A. ZIMMERMAN, Pres 
ident; RaymMonp SursurG; Cart T. BRANDHORST: 
L. G. Bicken, Secretary. 


Call Declined 


fessorship 
College, Fort Wayne, 
Secretary, Board of Control. 


Notices 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans living ati 
Fairbanks, Alaska, or stationed at Ladd Air 
Force Base or Eilson Base, or attending the 
University of Alaska, please communicate: 
with Rev. Omar STUENKEL, General Delivery: 
Fairbanks, Alaska. Regular services and a 
congregation*are being started there. 


tionnaire on women’s organizations. 
who have not yet returned the survey fo 
are courteously requested to do so soon. 
Mrs. Kart A. Krieset, Chairman, 15 Porter’ 
Ave., Silver Creek, N. Y. 


An elderly couple, Mr. and Mrs. H.___- 
An eee , misrepresenting themselves as 
members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Holly 
Hill, Fla., are using their assumed affiliation 
as means to extract funds from many of our 


pastors. The undersigned is not pastor of 
these people. — Atsert J. ScHutz. 
Available 


Used marble baptismal font, for transpor- 
tation costs.—Hore LuTHERAN CHURCH, ! 
Charles H. Missey, Secretary, R.1, Highland, . 


Til. 
Wanted 


Used Army-type field organ to be sent to 
missionary abroad. Write: Mrs. H. A. PETsEr- - 
SEN, Secretary, Women’s Guild, First Lutheran 
Church, 78 Chrisman Ave., Ventura, Calif. | 


Used pews for mission, Lutheran Church f 
Our Savior. — Vicar WatterR OrTers, 609 Aad 
Marion, Monticello, Ind. ; 


Bell for new church of mission congrega- : 
tion. — Peace LurHERAN CHuRCH, Rev. P. M. . 
Otten, 7310 Blanco, San Antonio, Tex. if 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Kausch, G. Kenneth, 2450 W. Michigan | 
Ave., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Krentz, Arno E., 6507 Brookside Dr., Cleve- » 
land 9, Ohio 

Mahnken, F. L., em., 807 Hill St., Washing. » 
ton, Mo. 

Renner, Otto G., em., R.1, Johnson Creek, , 


Wis. 
Scaer, Carl E., 2200 Firethorn Rd., Balti- 
more 20, Md. 


Schwartz, Ernest W., em., 215 E. Spencer, | 
Dwight, I. 


Siess, Clarence H., 33449 Michéle, Livonia, 
Mich, 


Teacher: 
Krach, George M., Jr., 3314 Adams, Sagi- 
naw, Mich. 
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
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Letters 


| s It Ever “Too Late’? 


| The May 6 issue of the WITNEss, p. 11, 
reprinted “Too Late” from the Northern 
llinois Messenger. 

The last paragraph states that starting 
00 late “is the reason many will fail to 
et into the kingdom of God. They will 

n fast enough and try hard enough, but 
hey will start too late.” The writer then 
fadmonishes with the word: “Seek ye the 
ord while He may be found. Call ye 
ipon Him while He is near.” 

If the implication is that they who “run 
ast enough and try hard enough” are run- 
Wning and trying for the kingdom of heaven, 

hen I suggest that they are indeed com- 


On the other hand, if by running and 
trying the writer means something else, 
hen he should state what that something 
Ise is. And if he does have something 
Ise in mind, then I fail to see what pos- 
ible connection it might have with being 
oo late for salvation. 

I always thought it never was too late 
jto accept God, never too late to believe 
nm the Lord Jesus Christ, never too late 
0 repent of our sins unless one is dead, 
of course. And if one is running and try- 
ing, One presumably is not dead. 


Hyattsville, Md. Ross BENNETT 


Note: There are those who defer their 
repentance from day to day. While the 
time to be reconciled to God is opportune, 
they despise the grace and long-suffering 
of God, and when finally the time has 
come which in their opinion is the right 
time to repent, they find that they cannot 
repent because of the hardness of their 
hearts. It is then too late. They have 
bargained away their day of grace. 


Rup. L. GEFFERT, Editor 
Northern Illinois District Edition 


An Alert Berean 


Surely the wording of the last sentence 
in the third-last paragraph of “The Proph- 
ets,” (WITNEsS, April 8, 1958, p.6) was 
wrong. As we understand it, the women 
and we, but not our almighty Lord, needed 
that stone rolled away for proof of our 
already risen Savior. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. Mrs. A. A. M. 


Note: It is certainly true that our risen 
Lord did not need to have the stone rolled 
away. It would have been better to say 
that the stone opened the way so that the 
‘women and we might have a better under- 
standing of the meaning of the empty 


tomb. A. vy. R. SAUER 


Issue in the Balance 


In “News of the Church in the World” 
the WITNESS has published items about the 
attempt in California to impose property 
taxes on Christian day schools. Both the 
California and Nevada and the Southern 
California Districts have combined with 
Other Protestant groups, operating a total 
of more than 400 schools, to form “Prot- 
estants United Against Taxing Schools.” 

“Californians for Public Schools” are 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


seeking to raise at least a million dollars 
for their campaign to persuade California 
voters in November to tax schools through 
an initiative measure. 

We are seeking to preserve the tax- 
exempt status of our schools, because the 
proposed measure is: 


1. Unfair. Private schools save the 
State of California $118 million a year in 
tuition cost alone. Exemptions total less 
than $1.8 million. 


2. Not in keeping with the American 
tradition. No other state in the United 
States taxes nonprofit private schools. 


3. Prompted by anti-Catholic bigotry. 
This is evident from the literature of the 
proponents of this measure. To resort to 
the force of law in order to suppress or 
curtail the legitimate activities of a reli- 
gious organization is repugnant to Lu- 
therans. 


4. Discriminatory. Privately sponsored 
colleges, universities, and seminaries are 
tax-exempt. 


5. Dangerous to the Christian day 
school movement. Many smaller Protes- 
tant schools will be hampered by the un- 
fair additional tax burden. Some planned 
schools will not open. Many of the pro- 
ponents of the tax measure are opposed 
to all parochial schools. 

Reliable public-opinion polls show that 
the issue is in the balance. If these forces 
are successful in California, they have 
threatened to carry their campaign to 
other states. 

We welcome the moral and material 
support of our fellow Christians. We shall 
be glad to send informative literature to 
anyone interested. 


ROBERT K. MENZEL, Chairman 
COMMITTEE AGAINST TAXING SCHOOLS 
California and Nevada District 

P. O. Box 291, Mill Valley, Calif. 


Chemistry and Ministry 


For the past several years our son 
has expressed a desire to study for the 
ministry, but he is also interested in be- 
coming a chemist. His teachers have 
praised his interest in chemistry and 
science and have urged him (whenever 
possible) to work for a scholarship in 
this field. 

If we are short of workers in God’s 
kingdom, we should try to make our “bait” 
just as attractive as that of colleges fishing 
for students in other fields. 

Every student (and parent) would rather 
say that he had earned a scholarship than 
that he was getting support from a fund 
for indigents. 

Let’s make the ministry more attractive 
to our young people and give them aid 
without putting their names on the “poor- 
farm list.” 


Iowa E. A. S. 


Why Is It? 


Why is it that so few men and women 
are willing to sing in the church choir? 
Does your congregation have this problem? 
If so, I would like to inquire what you 
are doing about it. 

Mrs. GERALD HEIDEMANN 

Kimberly, Idaho 
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Our Venture of Faith 
February 1 to June 1, 1958 


Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


Alberta and British Col. $ ~—- 16,543.98 
Atlantic 2 cb heere. an 146,470.30 
California and Nevada ___ 95,000.00 
Centralia seer eee fe 322,580.71 
Centraleiilimo ise ees 129,082.94 
Colorado oe elie deo 60,091.72 
Basternteeee ae 86,980.69 
Bnichishppeee es oe wee teow ie 223,130.91 
Florida-Georgia —.._.____ 26,802.35 
Towaeas tasers Matas 2 77,900.00 
lowaaWest eee 139,505.00 
Kansaste eee) ee E! 108,400.00 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 14,584.26 
Michigangeee ene 340,631.29 
Minnesota, 2. 324,754.23 
Montana 2s ae er eee 11,287.47 
North? Dakotay oe 51,371.68 
North Wisconsin __.....- 146,148.32 
Northern Illinois — 280,483.83 
Northern Nebraska __- 72,009.52 
IN Ost WES tee ee 101,587.59 
Oklahomayeee eer 39,411.34 
Ontario et eee 48,666.66 
South Dakota 2 = = 49,337.72 
South Wisconsin 196,774.42 
Southeastern: sess 91,000.00 
Southernigece. 5 = eee ee 35,000.00 
Southern California —..- 86,666.66 
Southern Hlinois 79,297.53 
Southern Nebraska __- 83,927.53 
4 WSS Cc a ce eed so Ree a ieee Re 100,000.00 
Western 2 ere ee 267,940.72 


$3,853,369.37 


$5,333,333.33 
3,897,827.52 


— $1,435,505.81 
CuAs. E. GROERICH, Assistant Treasurer 


Required Feb. 1—June 1 
Received Feb. 1—June 1 


Going Forward 


During the fourth fiscal month of 1958 
God’s people in our churches have brought 
$1,120,137 as their offering to the Lord 
for Kingdom work they carry on to- 
gether. This is the second month in 1958 
with more than a million dollars in re- 
ceipts for this work. We are continuing 
to go forward. We are bound to, if the 
Spirit of God has His way with us. 

But are we going forward all along the 
line? 

That $1,120,137 represents a gain of 
about $30,000 over the same month in 
1957. That is a 3% gain, 18% less than 
the 21% gain of the first three months of 
1958, making our net gain for the first 
four months 15.7% over 1957. Maintain- 
ing that gain, we could reach a total of 
$15,000,000. We need a 26% gain to 
reach the $16,000,000 goal. 

The answer to our problem is the an- 
swer to this question: Is every one of 
our people active in this program? Are 
you? If so, are you encouraging your 
fellow member to do his part? Why not 
talk this over with your pastor and with 
each other in your congregation and find 
out what can best be done there to get 
everyone to be a joyful giver to Christ. 
We need to do this now. 
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Suffering from a Sense 


of Futility with Your Work? Read — 


Order through your Church Office, Church Book 
Display, or directly on the coupon below. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue 


St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


No, 15W1805 CHRIST AND YOUR JOB, 
by Klausler, @ $1.50 


VONClOse pes ee ee 
(To cover partial cost of postage —on all cash 
orders — please add 5 cents for each dollar of your 


total purchase.) 


Name 


Address 


City Zone State 


By Alfred Klausler 


“This is one of the most sane, sensible, practical, and spiritual pres- 
entations of the relation of the Christian man and woman to the work 
he or she has to do in this troubled world that we have seen for a long 
time. ... It will be worth its weight in gold to many a young person, 
and a stimulating tonic to a host of older people too often weary with 
the march of life and suffering from a sense of frustration and futility 
with the work they have to do.'’ — Evangelical Christian 


‘The author takes the reader into all phases of the Christian’s every- 
day life —his vocation, work, calling, witnessing, worship, money, 
neighbors, The problems and conflicts faced in all of these are reviewed 
in the light of Scripture and of personal relationship to God through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The book as a whole is interesting, thought- 
provoking, and challenging.’' — Sunday School Times 


145 pages. 5X7'2. Paper. $1.50. Order No. 15W1805. 


